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From the Pastor’s Desk

Greetings friends,

Welcome to the month of March!

As we continue our yearlong focus on evangelism and discipleship, we’re shifting this month to a
foundational theme: identity.

Last month we began exploring the question, What is the Gospel? We’ll continue sharing resources
around that important topic, but this month we turn to a question that undergirds it all:

Who are we?

One of the most compelling movements in the biblical story is where it begins. In Genesis, God creates
humanity and the very first thing God does is name their identity: they are made in God’s image. They
are image bearers — representatives of God on earth — created with dignity, purpose, and blessing.
Only after God establishes who they are does God give them what to do.

Identity precedes action.

This pattern continues throughout Scripture. Before we are sent, we are named. Before we are
commissioned, we are claimed. Before we act, we belong.

That’s why this matters for evangelism and discipleship. If we don’t know who we are in Christ, we
will either strive, perform, or shrink back. But when our identity is secure, witness becomes overflow
and discipleship becomes transformation from the inside out.

Here’s what we’ll focus on this month:

1. Identity in Christ — Who God says we are.
2. Identity and Formation — How belief shapes behavior.

3. Identity and Evangelism — How knowing who we are shapes how we live and love
intentionally.

4. Identity and Community — How our shared identity speaks into a fragmented world.

Hear my heart: the goal this month — and this year — is not to manufacture church growth. It is to
become who we already are in Christ.

As we grow deeper in our identity, I trust God will grow our courage, our love for one another, and our
witness to the world.

We have several meaningful events planned this month — I encourage you to take a look and join us.
Welcome to March,

Pastor JP
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PRAYER REQUESTS
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus
and for all people according to their needs:
The McCutchan family on the loss of Rich’s sister
The Pehling family on the loss of Dave Pehling, Pat’s brother and Lori’s husband
The Martina family on the loss of Bruce Martina
Tom Dillard’s family and friends upon his passing
The Deierling and Siewert families on the loss of Dell and Joni’s father, Dale
Jane and Jack Melynk and family on the loss of Jane’s father, Jack Gleeson
Suzanne Walters and family on the loss of her mother, Helen
The Fox family on the loss of Mead’s father
The Moen family on the loss of Al Moen
For health concerns:
Joy Vaughn’s friend, Jeff, for healing
Chris Homme's sister, Julie, as she faces breast cancer
Jon Tollefson, undergoing cancer treatment, cousin of Cheryl McCutchan and Chad Masche
John Veale as he recovers from heart surgery
Lucas Taylor, Joy Vaughn’s cousin’s grandson, as he battles a form of lymphoma,
Lisa Robinson’s Sister-in-law, Debbie, as she continues to recover from an auto accident
For all others who are in need of healing and wholeness,
For peace all around the world,
For Pastor J.P., our Congregational Leaders and for all people according to their needs.
Into your hands, Oh, Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

THANK YOU TO:

e Those who continue to care for our church home — inside and out!

e The Anderson Benevolent Committee for their diligence in sharing those funds with the community
e All those who assisted with the Dave Pehling Celebration of Life

e The Fellowship Committee for all the great events

THANK YOU FROM PAT AND LORI

The Pehling family is so very appreciative of all the support we have received throughout a difficult
time and especially for all the efforts made to create an amazing Memorial Service for Dave Pehling.
From Marilyn and Donna weeding the flower beds, Dell formulating and presenting the slides and for
the special Dave Home Brew, Renee for the beautiful flower arrangements, Lisa and Cheryl for
arranging the food and punch and all those who contributed the yummy offerings and all the cleanup
efforts, Cindy for the music, Chad for arranging overflow parking, Doug for parking direction, Donna
as our greeter, and Pastor JP for all his counseling and the wonderful service he presented. I'm sure
we’re leaving out folks but know you are appreciated. It is a blessing to have such a loving church
family.
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ON LINE WORSHIP

Please remember and share with your friends and family that our weekly worship service continues to
be recorded and posted on our Website and Facebook. This is a way to stay connected if you are unable
for various reasons to attend. Just go to www.swanstrail.org

The NW Synod website has much information that may be of interest, especially the resources page,
which can be found at: https://www.lutheransnw.org/resources

MINISTRY OF COMMUNITY SERVICE — Chris Homme

Please consider giving to the following organizations:

The Snohomish Food Bank has an ongoing need for food donations. Needed items include:

Peanut butter, canned protein (chicken, tuna, salmon), beans, crackers, granola bars, pasta, spaghetti
sauce, canned fruit, cereals, instant mashed potatoes spices, flour, cooking oil, coffee, teas, cocoa, baby
and adult disposable diapers, wipes, household cleaning products, personal hygiene items, paper and
plastic grocery bags (produce bags, canvas or nylon), and dry or canned pet food. Bring items anytime
and place them in the bins in the narthex. They will be delivered to the Food Bank. If you’d rather made
donations than shop, mail to P O Box 1364, Snohomish 98291

The Everett Gospel Mission needs men’s, women’s and children’s clothing. Toys, games, personal
hygiene items and accessories are all appreciated. Place items in bags marked ‘men’ or ‘women’ in the
narthex and they will be delivered.

Please continue to add to our lending library - the bookcase is in the narthex.

Your continued donations are appreciated!

ANDERSON BENEVOLENT FUND COMMITTEE — Dell Deierling, Chair

In February we emphasized assisting local food banks. We awarded $1,000 each to: Snohomish
Community Food Bank, Maltby Food Bank, Monroe/Sky Valley Food Bank, and Marysville
Community Food Bank. In addition, we provided $1,000 to Interfaith Association Northwest. We also
had the privilege of assisting a man in need of shelter with two weeks of accommodation at a motel.
And, we supported a refugee family in need of baby supplies and other essentials.

This year's Committee members are Tim Danner, Ken Hammond, Richard McCutchan, Mary Nelson,
and Dell Deierling. Please feel free to reach out to us with any needs that you identify in the
community.
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MINISTRY OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION —Dean Kloes

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY - A weekly bible study will be led by Pastor JP in the fellowship hall each
Sunday during Lent from 8:30 AM to 9:15 AM.

CHRISTIAN LEARNING -
Weekly, Sunday School for the youth is held each Sunday at 10:45 AM in the Anderson Chapel.

WOMEN'’S BIBLE STUDY - The women's bible study group will meet at Evelyn Agostinelli’s home
on March 13 at 10:00 AM.

SUNDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY -
The Sunday evening 6:00 pm bible study group at the Barstad's home is working through the study
titled The Reason for God by Timothy Keller.

MINISTRY OF FELLOWSHIP — Lisa Robinson & Cheryl McCutchan

Thank you to Karla, Dean, Cindy, Terry, Pat P, Lori P, Rich, Cheryl and Pastor JP for providing the
treats for Sunday Fellowship in February. If you are able to help with this function, there are still two
Sundays left unclaimed for March. Sign up in the notebook by the mail slots in the fellowship hall.

Our committee was busy in February. There was a viewing of the Joshua Tree Philharmonic Orchestra
Medieval Christmas program courtesy of Sabrina on 2/1. Fellowship on Tap met at the Dairyland
Brewery on 2/15. Ash Wednesday was on the 18th and started off our Lenten soup suppers. The lunch
bunch met on 2/19 and a group attended the Silvertips hockey game on the 22nd.

We so appreciate everyone who helped with the food and clean up for the Dave Pehling memorial.

Coming up in March, we hope you can join in the Lenten soup suppers each Wednesday at 6pm. There
is a sign up in the fellowship hall for bread and dessert. Bring a soup to share if you can, but there is
always plenty.

A special two-day Fellowship on Tap is set for March 7th and 8th from 3-6pm. We will be participating
in the Smash and Dash event put on by the Snohomish breweries. On the 7th, we start at Sound to
Summit Brewing and end at Barley Pop. On the 8th, we start at Spada Brewing and end at Haywire
Brewing.

Mark your calendar for Bunco game night on 3/24 from 6-9pm with dinner and prizes provided. There
will be a signup sheet in the fellowship hall.

If you have other ideas for fellowship fun, let Lisa or Cheryl know.
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MINISTRY OF GIFTS — Donna Garland/Cheryl McCutchan

THANK YOU
Thank you to all who are faithful in your offerings and support of Good Shepherd. Your generosity of
time, talents, and offerings are very much appreciated!

As approved at the annual meeting, we have a budget to support the church’s ministries for the year.
The details below reflect this approved budget.

GIVING OPTIONS
e Contributing during our weekly service
e Mailing checks to: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 5511 64th Street S.E., Snohomish, WA
98290
e Utilizing your bank’s bill pay option (Check with your bank or your on-line banking website)
e Using Tithe.ly donate link on our website, https://www.swanstrail.org

Just a reminder for those of you who are Thrivent members, Thrivent offers Thrivent Choice dollars
they will donate at no cost to their members. This is money that you can designate to specific tax-
deductible organizations, of which Good Shepherd Lutheran Church is one. No matter where you
designate those dollars to go, please do not let them expire unused. They can be a blessing to non-profit
organizations.

MINISTRY OF WORSHIP & MUSIC — Karla Kloes

In March we continue in the season of Lent with services each Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. We are doing
the Holden Evening Prayer Service. Please come and join us and don't forget to enjoy the soup supper
beforehand.

As always, thank you to Cindy and the choir for providing the anthems that enhance our worship
experience.

Thank you to Mary Nelson for faithfully cleaning up after communion.

Looking ahead to Palm Sunday on March 29th and Holy Week. There might be some changes to Holy
Week services so stay tuned.
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