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A Note from Pastor Helen 
 

Somewhere in my college and campus ministry days, I was blessed with lovely images of the Divine 

which broadened my relationship and warmed my hope: God as a mother eagle, watching her nest, 

hovering over her young, holding us on her pinions*…  God as a baker woman, filling the kitchen 

with the pervasive smell of nourishing, doughy hospitality*… God as a cozy Mammy figure, inviting 

me into her rocking-chair lap as she laughs with the chaos of family gathered in her yard… 
 

Not the sterile, all-knowing, distant, tidy, supervising, stern figure with the clean fingernails on the 

majestic seat of grandeur, but the playmate, the companion with her hands in the compost heap of my 

life creating something from my failures and learnings and fears. 
 

Akin to that mother hen longing to gather her chicks under her wings that Luke offered us not many 

weeks ago. 
 

It is Mothers’ Day this week.  And Pentecost is coming. (June 5th) And the world certainly seems set 

on continuing the journey towards separation and fear and denigration.  So I am grateful for these 

comforting images of God amidst the individual devastation and political tumult all around. It helps 

me navigate the heartbreak. 
 

We Christians proclaim** our faith in a resurrected God, who knows our incarnate realities and who 

calls us to remember our true incorporation in a larger reality.  This God walks with us through the 

valleys of the shadow of death and calls us together at a party for “all tribes, languages, peoples, and 

nations.”*** 
 

Perhaps God sits at that party, laughing and loving, inviting us up into the divine lap for comfort and 

safety and courage as God prepares us to rejoin the fray, to witness and tend and explore and 

companion and teach -- God’s presence in the world through our lives! Climb on up.  There’s room! 
 

* Check out Deuteronomy 32:11 and Luke 13:20-21. 

** You do proclaim, don’t you?! That is what we mean when we say in Baptism that we will 

“proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, …serve all people, following the 

example of Jesus, and… strive for justice and peace in all the earth.”  

*** Check out Revelation 7:9 – we get that this coming Sunday.  

, 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus 

 and for all people according to their needs: 
Pr. Helen, Pr. Erik, the Transition Team and our own Congregation as we 

work through the transition process on the path to seeking our next Pastor 

Chris Reed and family on the loss of his wife, Juli 

Jane Melnyk and family on the loss of her brother, Terry 

Karla Kloes and family on the loss of her sister, Fara 

The Eldridge’s on the loss of Fred’s father 

Ron Walther and family on the loss of his wife, Joanne 

The Kloes family on the loss of Karla’s mother 

For health concerns: 

          Kandi Eldridge 

Bob Amberson 

Richard McCutchan’s sister 

Heidi Ferria, Pat Heifort's daughter 

Bo Henderson 

For all others who are in need of healing and wholeness,  

especially those affected by COVID 19 and war 

For peace all around the world, 

For our Congregational Leaders and for all people according to their needs. 

 

Into your hands, Oh, Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
(Names will continue to be included on the Prayer Request list 

 for six months unless Pat Pehling is notified differently) 
 

THANK YOU TO 
• Dean Kloes for his dedication to teaching Sunday School even during COVID times! 

• Those who are mowing, weeding and trimming around our church home! 

• All those who helped at the Memorial Service for Jane Melnyk’s brother, Terry. 

• To all those who donated for lilies to make our Sanctuary beautiful for Easter: 
o Pat Veale in memory of her son, Robbie Bond 

o Doug and Donna Garland in memory of Don and Pat Wheeler 

o Doug and Donna Garland in memory of Louise Garland-Wheelen 

o Rich and Cheryl McCutchan in memory of Rich’s parents, Stan and Irene 

o Rich and Cheryl McCutchan in memory of Cheryl’s father, Bill Jensen 

o Terry and Joy Vaughn in memory on Don and Martha Taylor 

o Terry and Joy Vaughn in memory of Ken and Ellie Vaughn 

o Sabrina Adams in memory of Maxine Belnap 

o Sabrina Adams in honor of Robert and Leah Adams 

o Ron Walther in memory of his wife, Joanne  

o Ron Walther in memory of his mother, Bernice 

o Donna Kloes in memory of Lee Kloes and her parents, Roy and Edna Jensen 

o Muriel Jensen in memory of her parents 

o Pat Pehling in memory of her parents, Doc and Carol 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
The next meeting of  the Church Council is on Sunday, May 22, following Worship at 11am.  All 

are welcome to attend. 
 

 



TRANSITION TEAM NOTES 
The transition team continues to gather the information and data necessary to begin work on the 

Master Site Profile.  We will be meeting with the members of the church council to share the data we 

have gathered.  The history of Good Shepherd provided us with the background for the fact finding 

stage that we are now engaged in.  We are looking now at all the demographic, economic and social 

data that will provide the information needed as we move forward. 

We continue to ask for your prayers for the members of the Transition Team as we proceed with our 

task. 
 

MINISTRY OF COMMUNITY SERVICE–Marilyn Errey 
Area Food Banks are very much in need of assistance.  Although the Snohomish Community Food 

Bank is not accepting home pantry items until further notice, they are happily accepting:  Baby 

Diapers and wipes; Adult Diapers; Personal Hygiene Items; Household Cleaning Products; 

Homemade or purchased masks; Disinfectant; Paper and Plastic Grocery Bags; Produce Bags; Canvas 

or Nylon Bags; Pet food; and fresh grown produce from your gardens.  
  

Cash donations are actually more useful since they can leverage funds more effectively than we can 

as individuals.  
  

Blood Banks are continuously in need of donations.  If you are able, please consider this possible life-

saving action. 
  

If you are aware of any other community service needs, please let me know. 

 

MINISTRY OF CHRISTIAN LEARNING – Dean Kloes 
Christian learning continues at Good Shepherd with weekly Sunday School classes for elementary 

age students.  The last day of Sunday School this school year will be 6/12.   
  
Also, each Sunday evening at 6:00 PM, bible study continues at the Barstad home where the adult 

group is studying the book titled Free To Be.   
 

The women's monthly bible study group is working through the study titled Trusting God - A Life 

Without Worry.   This month they will meet in the Anderson Chapel on Friday May 27th at 10:00 AM 

(this date is not the typical 3rd Friday of the month).  For questions regarding the women's study, 

please contact Karla Kloes on 425-971-7702. 

 

MINISTRY OF YOUTH AND ADULT FELLOWSHIP – Karla Kloes 
On Sunday, May 22nd, the youth and friends of Good Shepherd are invited to go on a hike.  If you 

are interested, please contact Dean Kloes on 360-563-0520 on or before May 15th. 

 

I wanted to add a special thank you to all who participated in and helped with the Easter brunch.  I 

am grateful for all of you. 
 

Thank you to all who have been signing up for fellowship host.  We all enjoy that time of 

fellowship and appreciate the delicious treats and generosity.  Keep checking the book for the next 

opportunity to serve. 
 

Looking ahead to June 12th, it's the last day of Sunday school and we will be having an end of the 

school year potluck.  I will be placing a sign-up sheet in the fellowship hall. If anyone is willing to 

BBQ, that would be great! Please let me know.  Karla (425)971-7702 or karla87jean@yahoo.com. 

 

 



MINISTRY OF WORSHIP– Donna Garland 
We are now in the season of Easter.  Holy Week was a wonderful time to gather together with several 

opportunities to worship, reflect, and pray.  Services included Palm Sunday, Good Friday and Easter.  

Especially welcome was the singing Easter morning.  Thank you to Bonnie and the choir for their 

beautiful music.  In addition, I hope you got a chance to enjoy the Easter brunch  
 

New this year was an opportunity to walk a labyrinth on Holy Saturday.  Thank you to Pastor Helen 

for providing the labyrinth.  If you didn’t get a chance to walk, you can find a picture of it on the 

website.  It stretched from wall to wall across the fellowship hall and was a welcome time to meditate 

and reflect on the loneliness and despair before the joy and celebration of Easter morning. 
 

Thank you to Pat Pehling for organizing the lily donations and Marilyn Errey for purchasing and 

delivering the lilies.  They are a beautiful addition to our sanctuary.  
 

We continue to need volunteers to sign up for reading, greeting, communion helper, Sunday 

Supervisor, etc.  Please let me know if you are interested in helping on the Worship Committee.  It 

would be nice to have a few more people to help and have a bit more back up during the summer 

months.   

 

 

MINISTRY OF GIFTS – Dell Deierling 
THANK YOU! 

Thank you to all who are faithful in their offerings and support of Good Shepherd.  Your generosity 

of time, talents and offerings are greatly needed and very much appreciated!  Together we will 

succeed in supporting the needs of our ministry for 2022.  
 

OFFERING OPTIONS 

To help you with your gift giving we continue to offer a couple of options should you not be 

donating in person.  Please feel free to mail your contribution to the church.  As a second option, 

most banks will send out checks for you via a bill pay type application.  Check with your bank or 

your on-line banking website.  An additional option is a Tithe.ly donate link on our website, 

https://www.swanstrail.org.  We will receive reports from the Tithe.ly site as the funds are 

transferred to the church bank account to be able to credit you for these gifts as normal for year-end 

reporting.  With this option you can decide to cover the transaction fees for the church if you wish. 
 

MONTHLY RECAP 

Here is an accounting of our general offerings based on 18 Sundays (through 5/1/22): 

 Offering amount needed each Sunday $2,755.08 

Average Sunday offering year to date $2,250.15 

Offerings needed to meet our budget        $49,591.38 

Offerings received to date                           $40,502.62 

  

BEHIND ministry goals                           - $9,088.76 
 

Note that community usage of the church has provided an additional $945.00 year to date. 
 

Balance in General Checking Account as 5/2/22:  $75,341.01 
 

Amount of this balance designated toward Memorials:  $2,726.41 

Amount of this balance designated to paraments and choir stoles:  $7,200.00 
 

https://www.swanstrail.org/


Our offering amount needed each Sunday is the amount of our annual budget ($143,264.00) divided 

by 52 Sundays. Please prayerfully consider all your gifts to our church community (both financially 

and time/talents). 

 

MINISTRY OF GOD’S HOUSE  Chad Masche–  
Outdoor Work Parties:  
 

UPDATE - We will be moving our monthly gardening work parties to the third Monday of every 

month.   The first work party will be Monday, May 16th starting at 4:30pm.  During these work parties, 

we typically work on staying ahead of the weeding, trimming of shrubs/bushes, and other projects.  

From time to time, here are projects inside the church that need attention as well.  Any time you can 

contribute is so appreciated.  No experience is necessary - your time and a good attitude is all that is 

required.  Please call Chad Masche at 425-422-7093 with any questions. 
 

As it gets warmer, our hope is to offer some BBQ/Grilling for our volunteers at our work parties.  It 

super helpful to know ahead of time if you plan on joining us, that way we can make sure there is 

enough burgers, chips, fixings, and salad.   Bring your own beverage.   
 

Future projects in the works:  

Dean Kloes plans to work on painting the exterior of the church during June and July.  Depending on 

weather, he plans to work most week-days from 9:30 AM - 5:30 PM.  If you are interested in helping 

on a specific day, please contact him through his email (deanfffk@yahoo.com). 
 

Additional updates: 

Thanks to the time and energy of Doug Garland, the church has recently been brought up to speed 

regarding Fire Code inspections and having the working features of the fire alarm system serviced. 

THANK YOU DOUG!    
 

Additional Projects are continuously being recognized, planned and completed. If you see something 

in need of repair, a safety issue, or have an idea for improvements in and around the church, please 

let me know so they can be addressed.    My email is chmasche@yahoo.com, and my number is 425-

422-7093.    
 

SPECIAL OCCASIONS IN OUR CONGREGATION 
(If we don’t have your family’s special dates, please write them down and  

pass it along to Pat Pehling - we’d like to include everyone!) 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

May  1 –Debbie DeVault 

 13 – Paul Toutonghi, Kaia Thoreson 

 15 – David Blaske 

20 – Mary Nelson 

 22 – Colter Fox 

 25 – Kayla Lachapelle, Jim Flynn 

 27 - Joanie Gilbert 

 29 – Tammy Holten 

 31 - Chris Homme 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 

May 1   -  Weston & Lisa Robinson 

May 13 -  Allen & Nancy Soderblom    

May 15 -  Dell & Renee Deierling 
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 May 2022  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  
Worship 9:30 am 

Sunday School 10:45 

 

Bible Study 6pm 

2  
4-H Meeting 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
Quilters 

7  
 

8  
Worship 9:30 am 

Sunday School 10:45 

 
 

9  
Council/Transition 

Team Meeting 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
Camera Club 

13  
Quilters 

14  
 

15  
Worship 9:30 am 

Sunday School 10:45 

 

Bible Study 6pm 
 

16  
Gardening Work 

Party 4:30pm 

17  
 

18  
Project Linus 

19  
Quilters 

20  
Quilters 

21  
 

22  
Worship 9:30 am 

Sunday School 10:45 

Council Mtg.11am 

Hike-afternoon 

Bible Study 6pm 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
Quilters 

27  
Women’s Bible 

Study 10am 

 

Project Linus 

28  
Project Linus 

29  
Worship 9:30 am 

Sunday School 10:45 

 

Bible Study 6pm 

30  
 

31  
 

Looking Ahead: 
Church Painting – June-July 
Last day of Sunday School Church Picnic – June 12 
Memorial Service for Juli Reed – July 2, 10 am Tentatively 

 


